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== | SECRETARYS
|  REPORT

JOE PATRIZIO.

‘™is being my very first communication with the BSFA member-
ship, in an official oapacity, I am finding it very difficult to
decide just what to say to you all. I know that 1t says et the
top of the page, that this is a 'Report', but since taking office
last Eester, I have been so bugy finding out Jjust what that
rrovious Committee did, and what there is still to do, that’thers
has beoen very Little time Lo stert anything original moving, al-
though thore hava been one or two good ideas bandied about at the
Pridey night meetings, that are held at Ella's. The 'Repori! part
can theresfore be covered by thoe succinot expression "Everything
under control¥...for the time being at any rate.

While ¢n the subject of taking over the secretaryship from
Blla Parker, I would lil"e to take the opportunity to thank her for
the extromely ordorly manner‘in which she kept all official
correspondence and docuuents; thus making it very easy for me %o
get into the swing of talngs, I only hope I can do as well for the
next sedrstary.  Theaks Elles

Comiag to you aleng wiith this lsgue of VECTOR is a dreft of
“he aew Constibuslen, 1L gesis that up to now there has been no
cificial Constitubicn at all, previous committees have been working
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%0 2 set o unofficial rules. This is ell very well if the ESFA
could guarantee to clect themgelves Committees as good as those
which we have had up to now, but unfertunately we cannot guarantee
Saige  If was with this in mind that’'ths last Committee descided
50 bring “he Constitution up to date, and present it to the member-
ship for their approval. Unfortunately there was so much to be
cilearcd up in the old unofficial Constitubtion thnat by the time it
vas in a it state to be pub before you there was nob enotgh time
Lo do so, before the Commitiee retired. This we are doing now, and’
ve would like any comments you have to resch us ags soon as possible.
I would now Jliks te sey soms words on & subject thab was
quite adsquately coversed in the last VECTOR, or so some of you
might think, but one waich hes causéd me a lob of heart palpitations,

¢

end sone’increase in biood pressure. The subject is Tandom and
tie BEFA, and thilg time John Fhillifent is the cause of nmy
digecmfort. I'm afraid that I might 3well on scme of the points
cormentvad on by our editor and previous secrebtary, but for the
aaks of ocmpleteess I feel that this is justified,

Algc I thinlx T shovld stete that the opiniocis I am stating are
my own, and although they ay wery well bs shared by the rest of
tae comuibbes (or not), they are in no wey official,

Time and 2galn John Philiifens has sald that fandom holds no
laverest for him; fair enough, I would be the last one to forde
anyeune Lo induige in something w.th which thoy would be bored.
ris vine and again John Phillifeut has ziven Torth his opinions of
Tanden, o suojecs whieh he has adnmitted he knows nothing aboubt. I
Lind 1o Qifricult bo understand how scriecas can be so violently
againgts scastaing of walech fhaey are slimost eomoletely ignorant,
but et ths present that iz of no conssguence, Lhe point at issue
ig thaelt T ligegrec with lr. Phillivent, and think that much of the
~Zgument hie precsented in the last TECTOR was Touwnded on false
nvenlises.,

I will go Shrouvgh his lester saking cach peint as I come to it
andl give my v¥owse g

To stetn, zs Mr. Phillifent did, that fandcm mékes one almost
irmuae o comnon sense, is just slightly ridiculous. To be sure,

- know el about thres people who have gorne tc this sxbreme in
Turdorm, but o state thle 28 a gensral rulg is'laughable. ' The
sar'e happens in all facebn of life, arnd I ltnew; or know of, people
a5%ing in the came way aboub Science, Painting, Golf and even SF,

Let us new take a iogok ab Mo. Thillifsri's nathematies. I am
guite preparsd to ascept the Yigure of 205,000 as the SF reading
ropulation, and will asven accept the figuwre he gives Tor the size
D Tapdom. what I mogt 2cflinitely will not accept are the conclusions
which are drawn from thege figurss. When Lir. Phillifent stabes
Lhat out ol every hundred persons 'who rsad ST, only one is !fan!
inslinsd, he makez ons big, ¥wrong, assuwmption. He assumes that
0li thoss reading SF know ol tae erxistence of fandom. Now just
Suvand baex and look at that issuaption and you will ses that to
Tound eny ergumeans on it is really asking for trouble. Does lir,
“hillifent realiy think thal faniom is kesping 200,000 people out
o the EJFA? Dess he really think that all thess people are
walting wish bated breath for *fans' to stop having enything to do
wzsh the BEFA, so that they can leap in ard cbbain membership?
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Does lir. Phillifent reallyv think that the whole SF reading popul-
ation knows about fandom, or even the BSIL come %o that? If he
does, I will edmit fto being somewhat surprised, if he doesn't then
why imply that he Coss,

And now to the cld argument that the BSFA 1s too fannishly
ineclined. This argument is probably based on the fact that the
committee has always been composed mainly, if not entirely, of fans.
I fegl slightly frustrated at having to say again that there is
nobody else to do the job, OFf course’past committees have used
the 'fannish! approach, end-technigque, because that is the one
they are most familiar with, ard just being amateurs, and not
professionals, they could not devote all their time to creating
new techniques. If there was somcthing irherently wrong with their
methods, why Gidn't somebody sar something? They were asked often
enough.

I find ¥r. Phillifent's crisiciems of the B3FA unacceptabls
insofar as bthey were erntirely destructive eriticlisms and there was
not one word’to tell ve what he thought was the right way to try
to influence, persvede, or browbeat-people intc joining the BSFA.
Anybody wan criticige destructively, it vakes no great intelligence
to do thatse T perscnally woulé have expected better from John
Phillifen®, and I sbill hope thet I wil. hear something constructive
from him.

Vhile on the subject I vould like- to sey thab although I have
taken a view opnosed te Iz, _LUillifTent, I by a0 means believe that
the BSFA is tre ecnibonis of perfection, and eny idess you may have
on how to improve any port o fuustlon of the Assoclatlion will be
Tery welcomz. 7hen w2 hear nobthirg £ m the members we naturally
esstme that they are gqulte happy with the way things are heing run,
i however you are net, then I'or jocdnsss sake let us know, and we
will try %o do something abous 1t.

Well, that juet eboub winds things up for this issus., In
future reporcs [ hope that Skers will ve naws aboubt what the BSFA
ig up to, and iT you co-operate., I will Inelule suggestions that
have been sent in to Laprove fThe Associatioin,
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FREE ADVERT. A -
John R. Canpbell, 40 Noolt Rise., Tiverpool 13.
wanve the following: -
Saturday Tvening Post 19¢h Maxreh 1960
(article on Willism Couile must ba inbact)
Bloch Opener of the Wer (Avikham Eouse)
H.P. Lovecra’t Marginalia, Supernatural Horror in
Litersturs.
H.P.L. and Deriebh Turker at the Tareshold,
Any issuzs of Arkhem Sampler -
E.P.L.'s Shedow over Innsmouth, Shadow oub of Time,
AL the Meunielns of lladness, Drears in the Witeh-house,
in ANY readeble ediilion.
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BRITISH SCIENCE
FICKION ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE NEW COUNTY HOTEL, GLOUCESTER, ON
2ND APRTL 1961,

Brian Aldiss
Chalrman Mrs, Ina Shorrock
Secretary - Miss Ella Parker
Treasurer - A.H. Mercer.
Editor Janeg (roves

Committee Members present: President

!

The Chairman declared the meeting open at 11,10 am and
announced that the following nomirees for the 1961-62 BSFA Committhee
had been accepted:

Cheairman : Mrs. Ina Shorrock
Secretary: J. Patrizio
Treesurer: =E. Forsyth
Edntor ¢ Janes Groves

. The office of Vice Chairman was contesbted br Mrs., G. Adams
and B.T. Jeeves, All'postal votes were counted by Mrs. Roberta
Grey, snd B.T. Jeeves, having received two thirds of the votes cast,
was elecved Vice Chairman for 1961-62. IHHoldexrs of this Office
will aubtomatically become Chairman in the Tollowing year,
cesretbary’s Report, '
The Secretary announced that this was in VECTOR, which was
disgtributed at the Convention.
Ireasurer's Report.
helle liercer, retlring Treasurer, announced thad his report was
also in VECTOR, the official orgen of the B3F4i. He reported that
the Association was solvent and that among its assets was the BIFL
library.
Fditor!'s Report, ‘
James Lroves, who is staying in office for a further term, also
stated that his rep-rt was in VIECTOR.

The following is a report of the proposals and suggestions
discussed at the Annual General Meebing.

VYcto of Thanls,

It was propssed by Roberte Gray and seconded by Brian Tordan
that A.H. Mercer, who has been Treassurer of the ESFA since its
inception, should be accorded a vobte of thanks for the groundwork
and help he has freely given in helping to make the BSFA a success.
Passed unanimously.

The Secretary said at this point that there were two groups
in the BSFA, i.e, the "fans™ or active group, who were the people
who had originally started the BSFA, end a passive group. OfF
necessity it wesg the former group who had the mos5 to do with the
running of the BSFA and these asotivisies had bo‘be done in their
spare time. The Secretary pointed out, however, that the BSFA
was for all members, and members who fell into the second (passive)
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category were invited to put forward their opinions and ideas.

K.F.Slater suggested that what sf readers do want 1s a cross-
checklist of specific British and American magazines. B.T. Jeeves
and C. Miller offered to help with a checklist.

S.H. Book Club, The Secretary mentioned the ZBC and a crit-
icism of same which appeared in a letter in VZCTOR. She pointed
out that the oriticism was in no way derogatory to the SFBC, but
the letter writer (Ethel Lindsay) had remarked on the number of
books which members had already read as serials in the magazines of
the genre, which meant that the SFBC members quite often bought
stories they already had in serial form. She suggested that the
SFBC should consult the BSFA, which was representative of a good
cross section’of SF readers. II.F. Slater, from the booksellers
point of view, sald that the average public read magazines, and when
buying books wanted something different. The Secretary went on
to suggest that it would probably help the SFEC if the BSFA could
make an impression on them, and they took notice of what the

Asgociation had to say. ; .
ZiJ, Carnell, editor of Britain's three sclence fiction mag-

azines, announced that he was willing to help with suggestions %o
non-professionals and that the BSFA had made itself felt, that it
has made a very good start and done very well indeed. It was his
opinicn that the Assoclation was on the right track. He also said
that most of the publishers are very interested in knowing whatb
people want to read in ST,

Ron Bennett said that the Assoclation should be concerned
over the publicatlion of sf and the main thing was to keep a balance
in the 00 for the passive and active members i.e. the 00 should be
neither too personal nor too impersonal. Brian 4ldiss said that
the Assoclation did try to keep e balance which should satisfy
everybody.

Criticisms of books and magazines in the 00 were discussed and
K.F. Slater asked if 1t were essential that the reviewer should be
a member of the BSFA. It was agreed that this was not necessary
as long as whoever did the reviewing knew what he was about, and
at the request of the Cormittee K.F. Slater agreed to get in toueh
with an outside contrivutor. g

E.J. Carnell suggested that the BSFA could run a competition,
each member to choose ten stories they would like to see in an
anthology.

R. Buckmaster put forward the suggestion that it would help if
the BSFA could actually persuade a publisher to print a science
Tiction anthology chosen from stories suggested by members of the
Association. The Committee agreed to look into this at the request
of theo members. -

E. Bentcliffe suggested that some cards could be printed,
stating that the BSFA exists, and sent to publishers every two
months. K.F. Slater said that some publishers did not wish the titles
they published to be known as sf, and the suggestion of cards was
passed over to the Committee for discussion at their next meeting.
Brlan Aldiss said that it would help if VECTOR had rore news in i+t
and members were asked to forward any news they thought of interest

to the editor, continued on pege 29
i




KEN SLATER

Recently I was shown = cutting from a papar complaining that
booksellers don'd know theilr trade these days....that there are
Tew "good general booksellers" Lleft.,.etc...3tC...there may be
some truth in this, bubt thers is another side to the coin...as
always...for one thing a "good bookseller” generally knows what he
is going to sell...and if he stocks up on stuff that he isn't
going to gell, well, he woa't be even a "bad bookseller’ for long.
.+sGhe profit slement compared tc the overheads ig 1low....there
are upwards of 20,000 books published in this couvntry each year..
ce2nd & good proportion of them may remain in »nrint for two ox
thres (ox even more) years....add 5o this the colossal smount of
ephemeral publicatiocn which borders the bonk trade{the so-called
"libraries™, for example, of which there are upwards‘of 80 & month)
«essand tho varied lmportations of American material, books published
in Germany buy printed in Inglish...end so on...and imnegine the
arount of shelving and tiie size of the building that you would
require to stock even a fairly representative selection of this
meterials. .. honestly it is hardly surprising that booksellers
tend more and more to spscialise...one of the bigzgest faults in
bookselling teday is the lack of & quick and economical method of
dealing with whav axe termed "single cory® orders - I'll enlarge
on that scmetime...inside tils ephemeral material one finds a lot-
of odd stu?f of pacgsing interest o the gf aCdictes.MALE, '61 MNov,
containg Al Silverman's “New Evidence That There's Life in Outer
Spaco™sseopening out with a "blue" joke nnd some pictures intended
(?}) for humour effeet, the article glves some serious if rather
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erratic reporting of possibilities, both from the serious side and
the "culblst? type...SIR KNIGHT Vol.l,No.l2 has an item "The Star
Thieves™ by Thomas R: Fuller which pulls a deliberate parallel
with a mundene theme, very effectively...FLING Festival (No.4)
gives with a salacious fantasy "When the Spirit Moves You® by
Larrie Maddoeck end Corrie Howard...a young lady ghost‘in love with
a not-yet-a-ghost young man...only about 5 pages long, so hardly
worth a dollar -for the mag, but If you £ind one lying around...e.
ADAM V.4, No.7, a Thorne Smith-ish Tantasy ol shop dummies coming
to life, in "The Semi-larvellous Power of Ir., Peal™ by B. Jerome..
«cuhe trouble 1ls that to find these odd grains of gold (or near =
gold) one has %o process a ton or two of ore-nulp/slick PAPEYee o
cen he expensiveee...John Carnell's editorial in Kew Worlds 107
throws scme light on a situation which many sf readers have been
Tinding confusing. and will (I hope) save me writing a few letters
ensothe picture won't get clearer for a whilo yet; I guess..s.I'Ve
only one note to add to Editor Carnell's comments, and thet is . he
omitted to note that Mullexr(who he mentions as importing Gold
Medal) have also been importing Crost titles, and the Signet and
lontor titles of thn Now American Library....bthe significance of
that point will be apparent to all who have read the editorial....
but despitc this many odd points e¢rop Upe...I o authoritively
Informed that Dell will not permit the imncriation of their *Yoar's
Best" sories {those edited by Judith Mersil) for coprright reasons
soecdt tho same time no publisher ovor Lore s2emy 50 be the least
infcrested in issuing British oditions....Thorue and Porter now
imperting Ballantine have so far brough% in Lesber del Rey's
"Robots cuf Shanglings”, bub have nothing else in view according to
uleir representative on his last visid to mec...which ircidentally
brings ne back to my first point - T&P are doing all their own
distribution end that makes it difficult tr get Ballantine titles
uiless you are onh thelr calling list,...cn 2allaniine, by the by,
I've written to enguire whether they'll exbend She "S7 Previow®
sub-clut to cover Britain, and I'l. let you krow in mr next column
whet the reply is - several enthusiasts havs written my alter-ego
asiing Tor sube, which he(I) find it impossible 1o arrange....bub
therc is a blow abead for subscribers and fandom at large...postal
ratss seen e be going up all over again tais year; I've no news
of the Birivish increcases rumoured, »ut from the U34 I have at least
2 sample quote ~ from lsy July air maeil goes from 15¢ up to 25¢ an
ounce to BrivalNesscsenow I've just imported a few Zalaxy Novels,
and hope o jmport a few nore....bub ourrently the carriage charge
cn those 1s $1.00 a dozen, which means abou® 4 peT GoDy...I hate
To think what tihe frture noldSe..:Mrs I.F.’Clarke, of the Royal
Gollege of Sclence and Technology, Glasgow. has boen working on a
bibliography of "future® fistion whieh will be published shortly..
»che adnits to come difficul®y wish the Tlood cf paverbacks which
have appeared since L1950, but believes that the work will have a
major value in the ncw ground it broeks bebween 1600 and 1945,....
no full dsoteils are aveilable yeb, bu~%t if interesSed parbies will
drop me a line I')LLl adviso them as soon a3 ©irm data on priee ebida,
is avallable.,s-I°11 algo inciude Turbther reasvion in this éolumn,
naturelly, but then the news may bs a couple 07 w0 bhs 0lde.s
Doubleday SF Book Club selections for Julr and Avgust will be
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i3tranger in a Strange Lan-d" by Robert A. Heinlein and "Three
Hearts and Three Lions™ by Poul Anderson...publlshers edition prices
on these are $4.50 and 42.95 respectively...the former title will
be 41.69 in the Book Clubie...and just so you know, I'll assure you
that I have it in writing from Doubleday that membership in their
Book Clubs is not open to denizens of the British Isles....please
don't write and ask me to arrange your membership....my alter-ego
obtains copies when he can, and sells 'em...2lternatively you can
meke some mutual agresment with an American friend to obtain then
and remail them to yous..I'm planning a new scheme for trecking
down books that someone wants, by the by...and Sk you'd like a list
of up to five titles inserted in the first issue for free, then
gend them in to-mes....cost of future insertiocns will depend on
several factors, not the least of which will be whether the results
are gatisfactory..:.a Chariot Book titled MATING CENTER by Frank
B. Long {50¢, 1961, 160pp)...has happened along....this one belongs
with the other sexography stuff which constitutes a large part of
our American pb importation these days...June 1961 AMAZING STORIES
has an interesting article about Robert A. Heinleln by Sam
lloskowitZ...Sam Moskowitz seems to write about everyone...anyone
care to write about Sam?...interesting oddment is MecKinlay
Kantor's IF THE SOUTH HAD WON THE CIVIL WAR, from Bantam (A2241,
354, 112pp)essit traces the history of the nations of North
hmerica (Texas, the Confederate and the United States) up to the
present time, in addition to the major part of the theme which
centres on the Civil War and the events immediately followinge...

I think the most important contribution which this book makes to

gf ig that it demonstrates quite feasible major divergencies from
recorded history without making any real divergence from the total-
ity of the outcome of world history....in effect, at the close of
the book we are all riore or less just wheore we are now...a nevw’
Poul Anderson collection from Ballantine, STRANGERS FROL" ZARTH,
(483K, 35¢, l44pp) has eight tales...frankly, only passable in my
oplnlon...however, with the thinning of the magazine field it is
obvious that some barrel-scraping must be done by anthologists and
editors of collectionse...I an continually surprised to realise that
Britain can support three original sf mags in addition to a not
inconsiderable circulation for two reprints and four original
imported US mags...but I wonder for how long?...the“general
adventure™ fiction mags “Argosy" and "Suspense™ have combined,and

I gather that at least in this area sales of the combination are
down.s.there may be something in this theory that the day of the
nagazine is ended...recommended non-sf reading is de Camp's “The
Bronze God of Rhodes®...not published over here, and still at ,4.50
in the States...but keep an eye out Tor a cheaper editlon...
Ballantine have paperbacked Kingsley Amis' "New llaps of Hell" at
35¢.«ssdames Orton (Peverill Books) 1s working on a complete

biblio to the works of Algernon Bleckwood, and i you have any
data on scarce copies I'll be glad to pass it along....I seen to
have'mislaid my index to ASF BRE 1939 - 1945, and if I've loaned

it to someone, I'd be glad to have it backes...it is required

down in London for work on &an even bigger index...see you at
Earrogate....night even take the waters with rou....? K.F.S.
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ZFINITION

by
JOIN T. TUTLLIFE:T.

‘No-one has yet succesded in defining 37 satisfactorily. In-
deed, there are those who say SF cannot be defined, and that we
shouldn't try, because it isn't a special "kind' of fiction at all.
But we all know what we mean when we refer to SF, whieh suggests
that there 1s a comiion factor, somewhere, and if we could find
and isolate it, we would be nearer a paraneter, at least. A4All-the
definitions T have met, so far, are concerned with the content,
with what the story is about. This seems to defeat its own
object, as nost readers agres in saying that 3F should not have
linmits imposed on it; should be free to deal with any and all
subjects. 'But, in a sense, definitions ars linlits. I you cannot
draw lines, then you cannot define., Which sounds lilke stalenate.

I think there is a'way oub of this. I thinl: there is g .
comizon factor to all SF, and that it 1s one we 'sense'! rather than . -
recognise, because it has very little to do with what the story is
about. Before getting on to that, hoviever, there are a few points
which need to be cleared asway. TFirst of all, let's be clear that :
in any discussion like this'we are talking about 'ideal! or fpure!
SF. The ‘good* stuff. Low, an ideal is, by definition, something
to be aimed at, but impossible to achieve. Then, 'pure'! science
is far removed from the 'pracﬁfcal' applications ‘thereof. So,



likewise, we must expect the ideal SF form to be adapted and
modified-when done in ‘practicel! reslity. This should cause no
surprise, ag 1t applies to-all fiction. In anystory, there is
some degree of contrivence, or artistic license, if only to
differentiate- it from factual reportage. 1

Secondly, for the purposs of my argument, I propose to lump
under SF both science~fictlon and- sclence-fautasy. The real
reason willl become apparent later, and may go some way to solving
the question ¢f differentiating between the two, as tha®t is almost
as vexed & quesbtion as that of definitlion. For-the moment, I
would like to make bhis point, that all fiction, of any kind, is
fantasy, is a work of imaginasion, !s unreal. Science, however,
is deflinable as 'knowledgs or study dealing with a body of faects
or truths, systeratlcally arrangel, and showing tho operation of
natural laws'. It would scem, then, that *science' and 'fiction!
are dismetric opposites, Juite a Tew learnsd gentlemen have
fallen invo this trap, and have expressed “hemselves rather
Toreibly on the 'nonsensze' of SP. In fact, tae contradiction is
cnly a seeming. All fiction must 2eel with faetEy ond aehs thak
are known, or inteiligible to the reader. I it did not, it )
would be as incomprehensible as if writsean in a Toreign langusge.
That SF often reads in this way to the tiay' resder is simply
because it deals with “mcte that are nob ltnown, or sxplained, to
that reader, ) j

‘Now, I don't propose to sunply a loang ligh of definitions,
here, but I would like to gqucte just onz. % vas eTolved by the
late Bob Olsen, in the sourze cf a very inSoresting and well-
worth-reading article which anpeared in the BET No, 1 of 'Y UTURE
SF'. Olsen was one of Ghe old-timers in 8F, had reed ST for more
than' sixty years, had written manyv storios Tor the earliest SF
mags, more than twenty~five yeare ago, had Fh.D. and 1.4, degrees
from Brown Universiiy, and had taught mails, vhrslics and chemistry.
We can assume, I think, that he krsw what L3 moant by SF. His
article ©tells of his vnin sealch for a realdy.wade definition, and
ends with this offering ..

*Sciense-fiction; a narrative about an imaginexry invention or
discovery, which is possible in accordance with authentic scient-
ific knowledge, en-d relates hapnerings and adventures which right
reasonably result fiom the use of the invention o dlscovery.'

That is a fine, bold attempb. It incorporates almost all the
better bits of all the other definitions I've met, end it does
serve to deflne, by descripiion, just about every 'good! SF story

I can rocell, offhand. Bub, and this is the snag, it serves squally
well to define, precissly, a whole sheaf of other stories which
appear, regrettably, from time to time, in SF mags and elsewhero,
and for which we have coined the expressive term terud'!'. It
illustrates, perfectly, the danger in trying to define SF in terms
of what it should be ghout. I suggest that this is all wrong. I
know that that iz a large statement. I hope %o be able to justify
it. ZLike this. '

Let's take, for comparison, a wesbtern; a crime; a detective,
and an SF story. One recognises a western, at once, by the setting,
This is frue, also, of the crime and detective story. The
temptation is to go on and say the samo about SF. But it isn't
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true. We have zll seen and read too many stories with an authen=
tic-seeming scientific background, which turned out to be 'crud!',

or 'pseuwdo-science~fiction'. This is what I meant when I said

that the ‘content' is not the way to define. The real key, I
suggest, is the 'morality! of the tale, In a western, for instance,
the hero always wins out, in the end, even though the villain may
be stronger, tougher, have a bigger gang and be Tfaster on the

drew, Shorlock Holmes, likecwise, always triumphs, even if he is
matched against a genius. Crime does not pay .. must not be shown
to pay. The catch-~phrase is 'They always make a rnlstake, somewhere!,
They must. Social morality must be served, Good nust triumph

over evil. ’

Let me say, at once, that I agree with this, and with those
who complain, as they do, esbout the current spate of detased
fiction in which there is near-glorification‘of evil, cruelty,
erime and immorality. Authors who wrile thus, in my opinion, are
being false to their cause, bccause tﬂby have the power, and the
soolal roesponsibility to manipulate thelr plots so that they come
out 'right'. This is social nmorality, and society has a right to
demand that the writer will protect and uphold c¢onventions. NMay
I repeat .. the writer has the power to do this, in all other
Tiction. 3Bubt not in 3I's Not that he dossn't want to. That he
cannot, if he is to write 'genuine' SF. That 1s the difference.

There is no playing fast and loose with scientific laws. It
can't be done. In any other fiction form, the author can pull any
trick he likes out of the bag to save the issue, In SF, once the
basic postulates are made, the invention duwly invented, the discov-
ory nade .. and any other ingredients you like added to taste ..
the plot action must proceed according te 'matural' law. This,
strictly; has nothing at all to do with the writer's likes and
dislikes, but is inherent in the nature and development of the
assunptions he has made for his story. He must say to himself ..
'Like it or not, given this and that .. things will inevitably
work out thus'. This, strictly, is the one thing which sets SF
apart from all other fiction, is why it has come up, again and
again, with predictions which have come true, and is, in fact, why
it cannot be defined’in any other way.

I suggest, then;, that it 1s science fiction when, no matter
what the ingredients, the mainstream of the plot'ls worked out
with full regard for scilentific integrity. Then, i’ you like, it
is science fantasy when the writer interferes, contrives and
nodiries principles to make the story come out to suit his wishes,
Or the ecdltor's, Or the reader's, of course. Anyone care to
ocorment?
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You're all probably wondering why the editorial is here
rather -then at the beginning of VECTCR, so I'll explain. As editor
I naturally see all of the matorial hefore anyone elsc, and could
if I wished have a lotter of comucnt on an izsue ir-‘that issuc,
I haven't up to now because it would, in most cases, be rather
pointless. Not so in this case. You've just read John Phillifent's
article concerning the definition of sf. If not please do since
I'1l be refering to it. It started me thinkins and has led to
this editorial.

John has sald that attempts to define s by it's consent are
not very successful since they include a lot of 'crud' naterial,
He then goes on to attempt to define it in terms of it's Tmorality!,
it's *scientific integrity! as he calls it, While this has some
relevance I feel that it elso includes material that is not af as
we recognise it. The tendsncy in all the attenpts I have so far
seen 1s to try to define sf in berms of ope characteristic only.
This is where I think thet they go wrong, and I'd therefore like
to proffer some thoughts of my own on the subjsct.

First let me state that I do not think that there is any
clear-cut boundary between science fiction and Tantasy and that,
for my purposes, I will consider them together,
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An sf or fantasy story must have the following characteristics:-

1) a) it must be set in a period ahead in time of when it was
written, ’

or b) if set in a period the same as, or prior to, the periocd of
writing it must contalin devices, events or ideas that did
not actually exist at that period in the reality known at
the time of writing.

2) the influence of devices, or concepts, postulated or assumed
during the course of the sbory must be developed logically.

3) the basic concepts of the story universe must be self consistent.,

4) the settlng of the story must be an integral part of the plot
and not just a disposable backeloth,

5) concepts or devices nmust not be inserted towards the clinmax
of the story merely to alter the enting to one arbitarily
considered more aceptable for putlication.

Item 1 allows for outdated stories, parallel world lines and time
travel.

Items 2 and 3 cover the question of 'sciensific integrity'.

Item 4 eliminates "Romeo and Juliet with spaceships® and similar
type plots. ¢

Ttem 5 eliminates the c»ud where the hero, in an impossible git-
nation, invents & super weapon at the llth hour.

_—

L feel that this series of requirements serves to define sf.
ltem 1 covers all sf, good, bad and indifferont; what the lay
reader means when he says sf. Ibems 2 to 5 zover the factors
distinguishing good s (and fantasy) from bac.

THE H. G. WBLI3 SQCIETY,

I've received information just recently about the formation
of a group composed of admirers of H.G. Wells and his work who
are interssted in promoting a wider interest in it. Their interests
and activities will, to a certain extent, overlap with those of
our Association so I'm passing on this informasion for any of the-
BSFA who mey be interested. Membership will ccst you £1 per year,
10/~ if you are still receiving full-time educasion, or 25/- for
a joint husband and wife subscription.

For this you get the quarterly journsl, "The Wellsian® and
other additional publications which may appcar. 4 book supply
gervice, nevi and second hand, ig to be set up, and also a central
lending library.

If you would like further details please contect - Mr. T.R.
Hammond, 39 Rugby Road, West Bridgford, Nottinghem.




E PLURIBUS UNICORN by Theodore Sturgeon., Panther Books 2/6d

This is a very interesting but uneven collection of sbories,
very few of which have very nuch to do with sf., There is plenty
of horror and some hwiour of a rather revolting kind; but let us
taste the wine belfore condemning the vintage!

Rdther more than half the stories show a marked preocccupation
with sex, unnatural, abnormal, or nerely pathological. One of
these, “"The World Well Lost', is the only ons in the book that I
would class as true sf, in that a future soclology and technology
are important factors in a story which is really about certain
interesting manifestations of homosexuality. Halfway to sf are
"It Wasn't 3Syzyegy" and "The 3ex Opposite™. Both these are fantastic
extensions of the astronomical concept into psychic and biological
realms, and I suppose there is gsome attempt at a "sclentific®
explanation in the latter. At the other end of the scale, we have
stories'like "The Silken-Swift” which are not sf at all, This is,
in fact; a straightforward exercise in witeheraft and the super-
netural, highly erotic, and heavily larded with poetic writing of
dubious value. I prefer less pretentious pornogrephy.
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There ig ovidencve in these stories that Mr. Sturgeon has a
nasty mind. A fascination with sexual ebberation, as in "Bianca's
ands™, or nightmare horrors, as in “The Professor's Teddy Bear',
can be taken too far. Taken too far, indeed, it becomes ludicrous
and parodies itself, This is not to say that some of the horrors
are not protty bloed-curdling. Y4 Way of Thinking™ comes off about
as well as any story of this kind that I have read.

It would be unfair to finish without giving praise where it is
well deserved. Sturgeon is a writer of great talent who can handle
bothh the “poetic’ and the “Hough" style with equal ease. He can
make words work Tor him more eflectively than most sf writers and
one is never vaguely embuarrassed by an inability to make the most
of a good idea - so often the falling with losser men. In his
poetic vein ne 1s at his begt in "A Saucer of Loneliness® (marginal
sf); a moving and sometimes guite beautiful story; &nd in his
vernacular style in “Scars™ and “Die Maestro, Diel!™, which are not
st at all. This collection is well worth the halfcrown Tor the
letter story alone -~ a first rate psychological thriller, where
the nastiness and horror (all in She mind of %he narrator) are

never ovardons and are all the more effective for that, .
One last point -~ the cover design is one of those screaming

nudes 1in the lasclvious feslers of an obscens ERM (vegetable type):
it has abselutely no connection with any event in the book, bub
for once it 1s a prastty accurate reflection of the ethos of some

of the more unsavouryvy stories Shereint
Geoffrey D. Doherty.

C8SIAN'S RIDE by Fred Hoyle. Four Sguare Books, 2/6d

ON TEE BEACH and FURTHER OUTLOOXK almost nprejudiced me perman-
ently against use of typicel sf themes by straight novelists and
eminent - scientists respectively. I vawned through Shube's slackly-
written, woodenly characterised and unconvincing effort to see what
the fuss was aboud, and am still wondering; topicality was its
sole virtuo, and the message had been beitter handled by half the
major sf writers. And I struggled through V. Gray Walterts
abominably dull and pempous treatise (how, I can't imagine) purely
because I'4d paid for it. .

So T 'began reading 0SSIAN'S RIDE with milé apprehension, only
Yo find the converse of FURTIHER OUTLOCK - no’ a’thick morass of
speculgtion almost devoid of action or interest, but a romping
treil of action largely devoid of solid content. Without being
sarcastic, I think that condensation and 2 switeh or emphasis from
the rural rambles to the sl content might make OSSTIAN'S RIDE into
an effective long noveleissz.

. The narrative gels into sngaging stride witk Thomas Sherwood
velng sent to spy on the Industrial Corporation of Bive (5. 0.1, },
whose growth and technological prowese is revolutionising Fire
and ‘worrying various governments. HBarly chapters have an attract-
lve, pleasantly-handled spy thriller atmesphers in scenery that
offers a refreshing change from England’ or Americas,

But Sherwool does not reach I.C.E., degpite villainous
interference, machinetions, house-burning, murder, police-checks,
document-stealing, bog~tresting, gate-vaulsting; dodging by bus,
bike and boat, clirff-climbing and peat-burning,; until page 138 -
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where he is mildly reproved for being a naughty spy and formally
invited to join! This renders the previous hundred pages slightly
pointless; in faect, even during the admittedly entertaining skull-
duggery, little light is throvin on major problems, and there is
frequently a pungent odour of red herring.

The final chapters, illustrating the control of I.C.E. over it's
employees, achieve some immedlacy, thoush bigger aspects seem
irritatingly skipped. And the denouement , in its context, is
unexpected enough to be incongruous; suddenly I feel that a budding
van Vogt has rounded off a yarn by a budding John Buchan. This
night leave lay. readers dissatisfied and little wiser, while sf
Tans might regard it as a morsel of nmeat in a big bowl of soup -
thus I can't see either type of reeader being very-delighted.

The publisher classes it as a suspense novel, the label st
being prominently absent from blurb and cover, and generally it
will appeal more to general readers., Strictly from an sf viowpoint,
nothing drastically new is done; nor is anything o0ld nresented
botter than ever before. The book's best moments, to my mind,
occur outside the sf content. Character-identirication added to
my pleasurc, and throughout I was inberosted in Shorwood's plights,
howovor irrelevant they appecorcd; I particularly liked the clifi-
hanging incident. However while the asscrtment of characters and
never quite essential action make O03STAN'S RIDT into an enjoyable
time-passer, I find it ultimately disappointing.

Jonn Asherolt

STRANGE RELATIONS by Fhilip Jose Farmor. DBallantine Books 2/64

There are {lve stories in this pocke’t-~book, all of which have
seen previous magazine publication.
The cover, which is strikingly decorated in yellow and black,
with coloured shapes making'en archway for a running man, perhaps
illustrating the last story, tears the stavement that:
"Nothing in Man's higtory has prepared hlm for the
welird llfe-forms of other planets - except lan
himself.*

The back-ccver proclalns, with a flourish of -trumgpets, that:
".e.lie creates a nirror in which men, if they have the
courage, can see themselves.”

The welrd life-Torm in "Hother", is an intelligent plant with
a Mother complex, and one of the author's Tamous different reprod-
woetive systems. The story tells of the conflict bebtween a Human
Male, and this plant Female, The cheracterisation would seem to
be weak, in that the Human adjusts too easily and guieclkly to the
situation in which he ' finds himself, and the si weak, as the
communication problem, which iz vital to the sbtory, is solved much
too easily. The physiology<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>